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66 1| THE SIXTIES

and torching the inn while the drag queens sang their
anthem:

We are the Stonewall Girls
We wear our hair in curls
‘We wear no underwear
We show our pubic hair
We wear our dungarees
Above our nelly knees

Gay Power was born in the Sixties to battle along-
side other persecuted groups—blacks, Hispanics and
women—who were fighting for justice. If the general
sexual revolution had its problems, gay power was the
acceleration of a genuineliberation. Not that homopho-
bia has been decisively defeated, any more than racism
or sexism, even now, but attitudes have been changed,
and even if it only means that bigots have to whisper
their bigotry to each other, it is a real achievement of
which (along with those engaged in the battle previ-
ously) the Sixties generation can be proud.

4
REMAKING THE WORLD

...theadvance guard of the new order. We wished
to transform Western civilisation because we
regarded it as politically, morally and culturally
bankrupt, That was the hallmark of 1968.

Tarie ALl, Street Fighting Years, 1987

There was an American staying in our flat in Covent
Garden, on the run from the US draft to Vietnam.
Seymour was a small, dark, quite round, full-bearded,
long-haired, gentle soul, softly spoken, who sat in the
lotus position and smiled benignly at the world he
looked out at when he was tripping and even when
he wasn’t. We were pals. We might have had sex once
or twice, I can’t remember, but it wasn’t the point. On
Sunday morning, 17 March 1968, we set off together to
Trafalgar Square for the start of the second Grosvenor
Square anti-Vietnam war demonstration. He had more
urgent reasons than me for protesting the Vietnam
war but I'd been marching and sitting down, not being
moved (actually being both physically and emotionally
moved) since the Aldermaston march in 1963, when I
was still just fifteen. Back then I remember walking in
the middle of a great straggling column of people,
mostly older than me, but many not very much older,
who were chanting, singing, debating politics, and
feeling I was part of something undeniably important—
the continuing existence of the planet, actually—
thrilled to be among them, at last, to have found a group
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